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Collaborative research in civil engineering, especially for earthquake engineering between the People Republic of China and the United States, initiated in 1980, has been active and fruitful, and has promoted mutual understanding and collaboration between scientists and engineers in the two countries. In the middle of 1990s, smart sensors, sensor technology and health monitoring for civil infrastructure have been more and more attractive. The cooperation between China and the U.S. pays more attention on this challenge topic and series of collaborative research and exchange activities have been enhanced and promoted. 

Sino-US Collaborative Projects and Academic Organization

· Sino-US-Japan Major International Collaborative Project “Health Monitoring for Major Civil Infrastructure”, PI: Jinping Ou, $120,000, 2004-2006, NSFC (7 universities and institutes from China; UIUC, UIC, CIT from the U.S.; University of Tokyo & Kyoto University from Japan)

· US-Sino Collaborative Project “Smart Sensors and Sensor Technology”, Chairmen: M. L. Wang of UIC (the U.S. team), Jinping Ou of HIT (China team), 2004-2007, NSF (UIC, UM, UC Berkeley, UC Irvine, UN at Buffalo, Leigh University of the U.S.; HIT, Tongji University, HKPU, HKUST, IEM of China. Series of reports have been formed to figure out a clear picture of current key issues and barriers of this filed. Testdeds in the laboratory and in the filed are established in the U.S. and China, respectively, which are beneficial to two teams)

· The Asia-Pacific Network of Centers for Research in Smart Structure Technology (ANCRiSST) was established in 2002. Universities and Institutes of the U.S. and China are the main members of the centers.

Exchange of Scholars and Students

· In 2004, NSF organized a delegation visiting China and gave series of lectures on “Advanced Sensors, Wireless Sensors and Sensor Technologies” at HIT, Tsinghua University and Tongji University.

· Professors and experts of the U.S. have been invited to visit HIT and gave series of lectures and short courses on topic of health monitoring and control for graduate students in summers.

· In 2005, 13 young scholars and PhD students of HIT visited CIT and a seminar meeting was organized for young scholars and PhD students of HIT and CIT by the Department of Civil Engineering of CIT. 2 PhD students of HIT are visiting University of Houston for 6 months. In the end of this May, a young scholar delegate of the U.S. supported by NSF will visit IEM, HIT, Tsinghua University, Tongji University and Guangzhou University

· Professors and young scholars of HIT have been visited Stanford University, CIT, UIUC and etc to do cooperative research on intelligent health monitoring and invited to give seminars

Workshop Series of China Joint the U.S. and Japan on Structural Control and Monitoring

· Workshop Series of China Joint the U.S. and Japan on Structural Control and Monitoring have been held each two years since 2000 (Sponsored by China Panel of IASCM)

· Workshop on Advanced Sensors and Sensor Technology held in Jinan, 2005. Chairmen: Jinping Ou of HIT of China team and Masayoshi Tomizuka of UC Bekerley of U.S. team.
